& large, wooden horse (the Trojan Horse), = ™~ e
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- Homer, the first known Greek poet, who.-
fived about 700 B.c., wrcte of aricther civiliza- | {8
" tion that arose after the fall'of the Minoan 5=
 civilization. It was called the Mycenaean civill-  __
“zation; In his eple, the ffiad, Homer described ©°
e wealthy palaces-where heroickings;-such—
as Agamemnon of Mycenae; lived. Thesekings
waged war against the people of Troy, awalled -
. ¢itylocated on the coast of northem Turkey, on [
_the east side of the Aegean. According tothe. - P 4 4
- tory, the Mycenaeans defeated the Trojans in - o N B N
" a baitle inside the city walls after hiding inside -

which the Trojans were tricked into bringing.. .~~~ . ) s
inside the city gates. = *~ - © 7.7 .. ThelionGatoathycenae -

© This civilization was named after an important palacs, ‘Mycenae; focated in the

"~ Peloponnese on maintand Greece (the southern region of Greece connectad totherestof = -

the country by the Isthmus of Corinth). (See map onpage 87.) twas discovered byafamous

- German archaeologist, Heinrich Schliemann, in a.p. 1876. The Mycenaeans were Greeks
‘'who caime to the Greek maintand about 2000 s.¢. By about 1500 B.c., there emiergeda

- civilization as prosperous and wealthy as that of Minoan Crete. -

'~ The archaeological remains inthé Peloponnese consl

‘cups, and weapons) on the floor or in a pit of.the.chamber. .

S The Mycenaeans had a written language, which was written on rectangular.clay =~

" tablets. The scriptis called “Linear B” because its characters consisted of lines. The tablets

~ contain lists of food and other products made, stored, and distributed by the palace officials. - -
_They contain no historical information that can tell us of any wars or the reason fortheend .- -~

of this civilization. Disaster strugkthe palaces between about 1200 and 1100s.c. They were - * -

. destroyed by fire, and the people abandoned their homes.- Many causes could have . -
‘contfibuted to the fall of this civilization: drought, civil war, or outside invaders fromthenorth™

called the Dorians. There is no evidence, however, 1o tell us exactly what happened. . .
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| st of large palacesthat served + -
the same purposes as those found on Crete. Unlike the Minoans, however, the Mycenaeans -
. were a warlike people. The palaces were surrounded by well-built walls for defense. The -
. frescoes onthe walls show many scénes of huntingand warfare. Bronze weapons andbody .
- armor and helmets made of ivory tusks were also found among the artifacts. For-survival

“in case of siege, the Mycenaeans built underground tunnels leading to a water well outside - -
- the palace gates. Like the Minoans, the Mycenaeans cultivated olives and grapes and .

- traded jars of oil and wine, as well as painted pottery, throughout the Mediterranean region. . -
. - Mycenaeans buried their dead in monumental family tombs. The burial chamberof -+~
. the tomb was dug into'a hillside and was approached by a long tunnel-like entrance (called. -

" a.dromios). The dead were buriéd with their belongings (painted pottery, goldjewelry and. -
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Date

 CHALLENGES BE e

1 Who were the Mycenaeans‘? i

2 How dld the Myeenaeans capture Troy‘? ' : :-'f'g"-'f;-::'.:i"j: Gy B

3 Who wrote the eptc of the mad?

4 Who d:scovered the Mycenaean mwhzat:on‘?

: 4.

5 Where was the Mycenaean cwlllzatlon 1ooated7

6; W'hat‘ writte'rt _lartguage did.t'he-myc\enaeahs_ have'?

7 What may have caused the end of the Mycenaean cnvuizat;on'?.-} 5 T

8 What klnd of food products dtd the Mycenaeans cultlvate‘?

9. What 'type of"aftita_cts;did the Myceha_ean_s p’redu___ce?__' L

_1b‘.'What did the Myce_r_:a_eana-bu.itd to e_UWEVe 'ajs_ieg'e?;,' e

' 11, Describe a M’ye'er}ae_a'n_temb'.:
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